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SUBJECT: Johnnnes dANHA T

1. S. S. Oberfuehrer Johannes Eberhard Franz BERNHARDT is a German
national, born in Otende' East Prminsia - i iaa7  When he Spanish.

-Civil War: broke out.ini936, BERiAmT w'ais .living in Tetuan, Spanish
Morocco, as local manager of the import-export lirm H. & 0. WILMER and -
secretary of the Tetuan Nazi Party. He was a friend of General FRANCO,
and immediately offered to arrange the procurement of war materials
for theNatioialists in exchange forSpanish products. For .this pur-

pose, BEHNHAmeYset up two companies Berlin and KI MA in
Tetuan, later adding numerous mining co es.and oth ry

S; - firms, all under the control -of>HISMA. HISMA thus became the largest
single factor in the economy o ationalist Spain. In November.1936,
HISMA was replaced. by ociedad ,r .n). -

ih headuarters ina .a. company virtuallyscontrollTed by. -th er
'German overnment 'under RART' s direction. After TRANCO' s. vic'tory
n 1939' SOFIDUS established ite main office in Mdadrid; by thi's time

S iit was a very complicated system of holding-companies, subsidiariesa'. -
:{ummy organizations 'and interlocking directorates.

2. - ith Gwrmany' s -engagement in 1o?id. Yar II SOFIUS-assumed
- new, importance 'as the official German puhaeing company in Spain

- :, where (by- 1941) it controlled asasets of 5g million pesetas The firm
acted unar orders from the 'eichsministeium in'Berlin and was given
access. through the German Embassy to German credits and other German

resoircesi in Spain. The'iarge scale smuggling of ,wligt of Spain
by.SOFIDUS was a major issue in U.S.and British relations with Spain

-during' the war.'-

- - - 3.As anagingdiretorof DUS, Johannes B HATcolabor--
ated cl'osely ,with the Sipo &SD-and. with the bwehr.' SOFIUS-:provided.>,
over employ metfor D gen, sr3metmes paying a part.of their sal-

-ries; t failitted the' ortino'f 'Spanish visas to Abwairi'agants;*'
. "" promising employment,.set up baink depalts (probablyin Spaish

names) to provide. Abwehr expenses in case of a diplomatic break be-
tween Spain end G ~rmany and assisq.ed the German I.S. in other ways.:
A specific instance was the transfdr by .BRNHARDT in November.l9

1 4 4 of

16 million pesetas from SOFINDUS to the German' Embassy- for the use of,

the RSHA (KdM Spain) In the fist part 'of 1945 BE RAR'D collaborated
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with the German mbassy in attempts to ship supplies to the German

pockets of resistance on the French coast. BERNHAD was also a spe-

cial agent of st tI responsible directly to Walter SOHmi,3LSBG, who

exploited his high-level contacts and considered hiethe best amt VI

agent in Spain.

" 4" SXRNEAD'I3 was 'originally (in 19 44) listed by the Allies for

4. ~ ~ ~ ~ e BreAquasoig ested that his name no be

&xptlsiqn. but the' SefehaveflbOWmmitte reaeetaismeotb
ncluld on, the later repatriation lists; since he was ina positin

-onuded on laer assistan It was also felt by-the British end
i.. to rendler .aluable assistance. tto bring abouit BERNSHARtDT's repat-

Sm'erican flabaesies that any attemptito bri dshipt ih hig Sa-

tiation would fail because of his intimate friendsuipn ithe Cii War.

s.h authorities and'their remmbrance of his help i C W:.*

- -BENHAiyl has several times been reported as e a

potsa'NaIe~ean5goup in Spain. end iwas. report'ed in: JanuaryT .

1 toiave held e o prom nt Nazis in the SOINDS offices

s ?A7l :f the foregoing information is from the most reliabid

A .ost f n itme Unconfirmed reports i n ca e

su1sms 2.;r peyedserps t fund." of several' million pesetas -

V tf ARDT administered a ecr f e o OSN~ ea~
- s 7e i andled 'size able'investments'fo ite frtunn;Ge&C amounting

) ind. that he has in. Spain a pri f soni t

J e tas

. ,- r.A'-. _ :... : JoYnn.. --
r' ry ==was'-f

t.......elas t 1.. reported as iit..._,S ]:as.......
:.. Hesr msrrie

-. > . . Yilw , ' 3 Madlri d: Hat marr ... 0'iedue (w f-e.a t~ at LBa~rtV ~ s-.

.4Q444" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ an> "4'f3,th. Hetyn halo Gemn"aUPr no ise - i ~k.
2,, 9f He entered the Nasi Party. in April 1933 cnd) hi Pati6t-

;'-
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